
 

Praça Europa 1, Cais do Sodré, 1249-289 Lisbon, Portugal  
Tel. (351) 211 21 02 00 I Fax (351) 211 21 03 80 I info@emcdda.europa.eu I emcdda.europa.eu 

 

Meeting 44th Scientific Committee meeting 

Date 11–12.05.2016 

Venue EMCDDA (meeting room 107) 

Present See participants’ list (Annex 1) 

I. Adoption of the agenda 

Gerhard Bühringer welcomed the Scientific Committee and other participants. The agenda was adopted 
unanimously (1) (Annex 2). 

II. Welcome by the Director and update on strategy 2025  

Alexis Goosdeel welcomed the Scientific Committee members for the first time as EMCDDA Director. The 
director briefed the Scientific Committee on his vision for the centre and updated them on the progress 
made concerning the drafting of a strategy 2025 for the EMCDDA. He briefly introduced the preliminary 
results and strategic analysis, and informed on the next steps for the upcoming months and deadlines 
until the end of the year. The director also shared his impressions of the UNGASS 2016 (Annex 3). 
 
III. The EMCDDA single programming document 2017-19  (for discussion)  
 
Paul Griffiths presented an overview of the main issues concerning the draft single programming 
document (SPD) 2017-19 (Annex 4). This included the EMCDDA’s value chain in transforming information 
into state-of-the-art analysis for decision-making, the key strategic areas of the EMCDDA’s value chain 
and 2017 highlights (Annex 5). 
 
The Scientific Committee members then joined the EMCDDA scientific staff in different break-out 
sessions (Annex 6) and reconvened in plenary to further discuss the document and prepare their formal 
opinion on it. A rapporteur from each of the three discussion groups was appointed to give feedback. The 
members of the committee congratulated the EMCDDA for progress in several areas such as 
trendspotting and wastewater methodologies, developments in the supply area, the launch of the second 
Drug Markets Report and the Lisbon Addictions 2017 conference. The Scientific Committee also 
highlighted the continued importance of new psychoactive drugs and policy monitoring as a priority for the 
EMCDDA.  
 
On the basis of the input provided, a draft formal opinion on the EMCDDA SPD 2017-19 will be prepared 
and circulated for discussion and adoption. 

                                                      
(1) All meeting documents and presentations referred to in these minutes are available on the Scientific Committee extranet. 
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IV. Early input on 2018-2020 single programming doc ument (for discussion) 

Narcisa Murgea updated the Scientific Committee about the process, the milestones and early input to the 
2018-2020 SPD (Annex 7). She introduced the institutional framework in which the SPD is developed and 
presented a detailed timeline. Several members of the Scientific Committee made suggestions for 
consideration in a future programming document, which included: self-changes in addictive behaviours, 
change in cannabis market and policies, children living with drug user parents and costs and benefits of 
different drug consumption patterns. 

V. Risk assessment update (for discussion)  

Roumen Sedefov updated the Scientific Committee on the new legal framework for the risk assessment of 
new psychoactive substances that has been on the table of the EU Council. Moreover, in accordance with 
Article 5 of the Council Decision2, on the 14 April 2016 the EMCDDA and Europol submitted to the 
Council of the European Union, European Commission, and the European Medicines Agency, a Joint 
Report on the new psychoactive substance methyl 2-[[1-(cyclohexylmethyl)indole-3-carbonyl]amino]-3,3-
dimethylbutanoate (MDMB-CHMICA).  
 
It is possible that, on the basis of this report, the Council of the European Union may request a risk 
assessment on this substance in accordance with Article 6 of the Council Decision. The Scientific 
Committee decided that if a risk assessment of MDMB-CHMICA is requested, a working group, chaired 
by Paul Dargan, with Rainer Spanagel, Fernando Rodriguez de Fonseca, and Gerhard Bühringer, 
supported by EMCDDA staff and external experts, would meet in advance to the risk assessment meeting 
to review the available pharmacology and toxicology information of the drug and produce a summary of 
that information in order to facilitate the assessment and discussions by the extended Scientific 
Committee during the risk assessment meeting (Annex 8). 
 
In case a risk assessment is needed, the Scientific Committee suggested 21 (or 25) July for the working 
group meeting and 22 (or 26) July for the extended Scientific Committee risk assessment meeting. 
Roumen Sedefov will update the Scientific Committee on the decision of the Council of the European 
Union. 
 

VI. Research priorities (for discussion) 

The Horizontal Drugs Group (HDG) Annual Dialogue on Research 2016 will take place in the second 
semester under the Slovakian presidency. Maria Moreira updated the Scientific Committee on the 
progress made by the EMCDDA and its Scientific Committee in the area of drug-related research and on 
current and recent EU-funded research projects. She also informed them on the next steps for preparing 
an input to this year’s Annual Dialogue on Research, as part of the EMCDDA Scientific Committee’s 
contribution towards Action 46 of the EUAPD (Annexes 9 and 10). 
 
The Scientific Committee members will send their contributions and input by the end of June. A draft 
contribution will be prepared and circulated during summer, followed by a written procedure in autumn 
and presented, by the Chair of the Scientific Committee, to the HDG at the Annual Dialogue on Research.  
 

                                                      
2 Council Decision 2005/387/JHA on the information exchange, risk-assessment and control of new psychoactive substances 
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VII. Scientific award: review of eligible papers (f or decision) 

A total of 53 eligible articles were nominated for the 2016 edition of the EMCDDA scientific award (Annex 
11). The Scientific Committee established the shortlists for each category (basic biological, 
neurobiological and behavioural research; population based and epidemiology research; demand 
reduction research), and decided to merge the categories drug policy and drug supply due to the low 
number of nominations in these categories. The Scientific Committee also adopted the composition of the 
juries for each category. The articles on the shortlist will now be rated by the juries and the award 
ceremony will take place in the margins of the 45th meeting of the Scientific Committee (10-11 November). 
 

VIII. Updates on EMCDDA projects and publications ( for information) 

Rosemary Martin de Sousa and Paul Griffiths gave a short feedback to the Scientific Committee on the 
recent and ongoing projects and publications, which included a focus on the upcoming EDR 2016 
package, the ESPAD 2015 report and especially on the new EMCDDA audio-visual and interactive 
products. They emphasised current work on product timeliness, the more effective use of social media 
and the need to re-assess product types (Annex 12). 
 
The Scientific Committee congratulated the EMCDDA on the quality of their products and particularly on 
the 27 published scientific articles in 2015.  

IX. Short follow-up points (for information) 

a) Election of chair and vice-chair for the mandate 2017-19 
 
Maria Moreira introduced the rules and procedures for the elections of a chair and vice-chair for the 
2017-2019 mandate (Annex 13). The members of the Scientific Committee have a preference for having 
the elections in November 2016, subject to the EMCDDA confirming the validity of such a procedure. 
 

b) Note on the evaluation of policies (action 47 of the EUAP) 
 

The chair, Gerhard Bühringer, is reviewing the note on the evaluation of policies (action 47 of the 
EUAP). He will circulate it again to all the members of the Scientific Committee. The EMCDDA will then 
review the language and style of the final version and will publish it on the public website alongside 
other policy evaluation tools.  
 

c) Lisbon Addictions conference 2017 
 

Maria Moreira gave practical information about the venue, dates, and deadlines of the Lisbon Addictions 
conference 2017. She thanked the Scientific Committee members who had already accepted to be 
members of the Scientific Committee of the conference and encouraged them to prepare submissions 
for the call for abstracts which will open in autumn 2016. The Scientific Committee again congratulated 
the EMCDDA on Lisbon Addictions 2015 and expressed its full support to the engagement of the 
EMCDDA in Lisbon Addictions 2017, as they consider that this event will become one of the most 
important addiction conferences in Europe.  

X. Any other business (AOB) 

The Scientific Committee agreed to meet on the following dates: autumn 2016 – 10-11 November; spring 
2017 – 22-23 May; autumn 2017 – 7-8 November 
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Annexes 

Annex 1 — Participants’ list 

Annex 2 — Agenda (SciCom /01.rev/44) 

Annex 3 — Update on the EMCDDA strategy 2025 (presentation by the Director) 

Annex 4 — The EMCDDA single programming document 2017-19 (presentation by Paul Griffiths) 

Annex 5 — EMCDDA Single Programming Document 2017-19 and 2017 work programme 
(SciCom/03/44) 

Annex 6 — Break-out sessions on the EMCDDA 2017-19 single programming document and 2017 work 
programme (SciCom/03a/44) 

Annex 7 — Early input on 2018-2020 single programming document (presentation by Narcisa Murgea) 

Annex 8 — Risk assessment and joint report briefing (SciCom/05/44) 

Annex 9 — Guidelines to prepare note on research to HDG (SciCom/06/44) 

Annex 10 — Research priorities (presentation by Maria Moreira) 

Annex 11 — Scientific award: review of eligible papers (presentation by Maria Moreira) 

Annex 12 — Updates on EMCDDA projects and publications (presentation by Rosemary Martin de Sousa 
and Paul Griffiths) 

Annex 13 — Rules of procedure of the Scientific Committee: - a selection of articles relevant to the 
election of Chair and Vice-Chair (SciCom/9.1./44) 


